Correlates of human immunodeficiency virus infection risk behavior in male attendees of a clinic for sexually transmitted disease.
Human immunodeficiency virus (HIV) infection risk behavior was evaluated in a cross-sectional survey of 400 male active-duty US Army personnel who presented at a sexually transmitted disease (STD) clinic with symptoms of acute urethritis. High-risk partners were common, and nearly one-quarter of the sample had previously had STDs. Logistic regression models examined correlates of HIV exposure risk, of inconsistent condom use, and of having partners with increased risk of HIV infection. Frequent partner turnover, sex "binging," negative attitudes toward condom use, and engaging in sex during military leaves were important correlates of risk. Individuals with HIV infection risk behavior generally were cognizant of their risk for HIV infection. Implications for intervention are discussed.